XL]               THE QUARREL WITH THE COUNCIL.               161

"have foiled hi discharging their revenue to exercise
"severities upon and enforce payment from them."
This shows that one of the matters really at issue was
the power of the local authorities to " exercise severities"
for the extortion of the revenue. The Supreme Court was
in fact the representative of ill-instructed English philan-
thropy, which was checked in its career only by the force
of misrepresentations against its agent.

I pause here for a moment to give in a few words
the effect of the decisions actually given by the
judges of the Supreme Court up to 1779, so far as
appears from the report of Touchet's Committee, upon
the question of the position and authority of the Com-
pany's servants who occupied judicial positions, especially
in connection with the collection of the revenue, the
most important of whom were the members of the Pro-
vincial Councils. It was this : The Courts established by
the Company were recognised as courts of justice, the
judges of which were not liable to actions for their
judicial proceedings, even if they were irregular, unless
they were corrupt. It had also been held that they had
a right to hold revenue debtors to bail for revenue debts,
and to confine them by putting peons on them or in
prison until bail was given to appear before the Diwani
Court, but that they had no right to imprison them with-
out bail, in order to secure the payment of what might
ultimately be found to be due. In other words, the
Supreme Court did not allow the Revenue Courts to
imprison a man without bail on mesne process. As far

"revenue for a certain district ; also an agent or deputy of the zemindar
" appointed by him to realise the revenue of any portion of the zemin-
" dari. A curruincheny (kharamcliari) is an officer appointed by a
'* zemindar or payer of revenue to collect the revenues and arrange the
" affairs of a village ; a factor, a steward " (Wilson).

VOL.  IT.                                                                      M